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The talk will give a history of the Syriac community in Palestine and a journey
through his Childhood and Boyhood memaoirs. George first traces his ancestors’
migration from Upper Mesopotamia—present-day Turkey—to Palestine in the
aftermath of the horrific Sayfo genocide of 1915 (known more popularly as the
Armenian genocide); in doing so, he provides a personal history of the Syriac
presence in Jerusalem and Bethlehem. He then describes the realities of that
presence through memories from his own boyhood, offering an intimate look at
myriad aspects of Syriac life in Palestine in the 1970s and ’80s: church
community and religious identity, brushes with ancient history and artifacts,
conflicts with the Israeli occupation, fraught custodianship of Christian holy

places in Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

George A. Kiraz is a Senior Research Associate at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton and
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Syriac Studies from the University of Oxford (1991) and an M.Phil. and a Ph.D. from the University
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